
December 3, 2012 
Like Water & Poison 

I’m on Twitter. We talk about a lot of things there. I am often impressed with the 
intelligence and observations of others, and at other times, I am stunned at the 
depth of ignorance, meanness and lack of awareness displayed by common 
‘trolls’ or even an everyday person who simply has no clue.  

One well meaning, outraged person tweeted to me that they were just finding out 
about the BP ‘Dispersants’ that were used during the oil rupture in the gulf and 
how it made the problem worse, the toxins more penetrating, and added even 
more to the disaster… All of which I already knew and agreed with.  

And then came this: “At least they only did this in the Gulf of Mexico, in their own 
waters. Hopefully they will learn from that and not let it happen anywhere else.” 

Jaw, meet floor.  The many levels that this is wrong are stunning. In brief: This 
kind of environmental destruction has been going on since before the Exxon 
Valdez mess, which is still, despite all the propaganda to the contrary, still an 
environmental disaster to the waters, to the people and especially to the Native 
Bands (we call them Bands up here, same as “Tribes”) who depended on those 
waters, those animals, those lands, for their livelihoods and for their cultural 
heritage to be passed on to future generations.  

It’s also happening all over the world. Wherever there are resources to be 
extracted and major corporations move in, cut costs, take shortcuts, maximize 
profits at the costs of safety and the environment.  Media just doesn’t carry those 
stories at the same cadence with which they pound into our senses the need to 
buy this, that, or whatever political garbage, witch-hunts they can wave in front of 
us, like Toreadors waving red capes in front of herds of bulls.  

But here’s the worst part of that misconception in that statement she made to me: 
These waters in the Gulf of Mexico, the Pacific, the Atlantic, all the rivers, lakes, 
creeks and ponds; even all the aquifers are all connected in a circulation in the 
same way our blood circulates in our bodies. You cannot poison the foot and not 
the entire body.  

The poison in the waters flow through and eventually touch, contaminate all the 
waters, everywhere in the world.  

The radiation from the Fukishima disaster did not stay in Japan. The poison in 
the Gulf of Mexico is spreading outward and it is affecting all the life that depend 
on it, live in it, near it, or feed off it in the Chain of Consumption that ties this 
world into one continuous, interconnected, interdependent system we call “Life”.  

Poison in the water, eventually affects all of us. We all depend on, come into 
contact with, water.  
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Like Future & Violence 

We are revealing in here, a series of horrors that are happening to the children of 
Spirit Lake Nation.  Spirit Lake Nation is removed from the surrounding 
communities by a very short distance. You may think the problems are isolated to 
that one snake pit of corruption, but in the back of your mind, behind all the noise 
and the cadence of propaganda and commercialism, you know it isn’t.  

You know that children anywhere, suffering, is unacceptable. Even as remote as 
a foreign country, we are appalled when we see those sad-faced children, and 
we want to help; we want someone to do something—we want it to stop.   

Imagine now, it’s within driving range of where you live. It’s in your State. It’s in 
your Country. Now what?  

Nothing, that’s what. Nothing. The Government does a dance that pulls curtains, 
hides and conceals with double-talk, and propaganda lies, that there has been 
action taken. Serious action. Strike Teams. BIA, FBI… but all it is nothing.  

The FBI cannot seem to prioritize the rescue of children from known Sex 
Offenders, over harassing those who have reported these situations.  They can’t 
seem to do that. It’s not that long since the Penn State Scandal shocked and 
horrified not only that community, but the entire country--- and yet, the most 
powerful law enforcement agency we have, the FBI, harasses whistleblowers full 
time, and cannot be bothered with actually rescuing one child, much less 
arresting those who have brutalized them.   

Where’s the outrage?  

The children who survive, and their numbers are many despite the murders, 
deaths from neglect, and suicides; the ones that survive become what? Drug 
Addicts? Alcoholics? Offenders themselves? Parents who have no idea about 
boundaries, cannot bond with their children? And the cycle continues… do you 
think this violence on these children, who then grow into adults if they survive, 
never touches your shores? Never affects your lives? Never costs you a dime? 
Never touches your children or grandchildren?  Where then, do you think all 
those bad things that happen to good people come from?  

You know children are being abused, and you know nothing is being done; the 
proof of that is that you have not heard of one arrest in this whole scandal--- not 
for neglect, abuse, rape, embezzlement; and by default, you know NOTHING is 
being done to make it stop, clean it up, nothing.   

It’s like watching that oil slick spread out and knowing that below the surface 
there are more toxins, even worse than what is seen or being shown, permeating 
every aspect of life around you.  It’s touching you. Now what?  

This violence is the poison. It’s multiplying. It’s spreading.  
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The mess is already so huge, no one wants to look at it. But look we must. Insist 
on Truth and insist on Action.  We must not accept Excuses. Excuses mean that 
they don’t want to change anything. Excuses are the reasons for things never 
getting better.  

Like It Never Happened 

I am appalled, but not surprised by Tim Purdon’s Office determining that the 
death of Baby Deborah, last July, was SIDS.  The report contradicted itself to the 
extreme by saying it was SIDS, that “neglect” may or may not have played a role.  
They don’t see how they can bring charges, so this will never go to court.  

Despite family members, for months, trying to get this child out of the care of the 
mother who was clearly, by all reports, unable for whatever reason, to care for 
her.  Reports of neglect, mind you.  

This child died, alone, while the mother was away and no one was at the house, 
a trailer, in sweltering hot weather, dies.   

Here’s the beauty of Tim Purdon’s decision, based on 5 months of intense 
investigation:  

There will be no trial. The mother will never be tried. Neither will any 
questions be brought up and put on the record about how Tribal and State 
Social Services ignored the problem, so none of those players will have to 
worry about answering for their own actions, inactions.   

No one will look at any of the problems with a dysfunctional and corrupt 
Tribal Social Services, rendering it incapable or unwilling of doing the 
single job of protecting children, while those running the programs seemed 
to have all the cash they needed for extraordinary purchases of ranches, 
equipment, vehicles, expensive horses, and lots and lots of travel.  No one 
will ever look to see if maybe the problems of corruption extended beyond 
SLN and into the State, County and the BIA. No one.  

You would think it would be a simple case. Bad mother. Was sitting at the casino, 
in front of slot machines for hours, while her child, neglected, in that hot, hot 
trailer, expired.  She’s American Indian. She would not even likely look coherent 
at the defendant’s table. She would never be able to afford a proper lawyer. It 
would be so easy to get a “Guilty” verdict. 

Time was when that would be all that was needed to assuage the general public 
and put this whole thing behind them and look like they had ‘done something’.  

But this time, it was too risky for that.  Multiple reports of neglect filed. Who 
failed? The Tribal Social Services? The BIA? The State?  They could all be 
called to the stand to answer for their part. Not likely, but there was a chance if 
by chance that Bad Mother got a Good Lawyer.  
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You see? They could not take that risk. It wasn’t just a Bad Mother who would be 
on trial, it would be all of them.  And they are all connected to the Power Grid that 
is our Government, in ways seen and unseen.  They all protect themselves by 
protecting each other. So what if some little Baby died? It’s not like she was 
famous or anything.  

If Tim Purdon’s Office had done this ‘intense investigation’ along with the FBI, as 
they claim, by now, they would have had everyone in Tribal Social Services and 
the BIA on site, arrested for failing to act to protect this child.  

Worse for them all? The Bad Mother herself. They all have good paying jobs, 
drive nice cars. She could barely cope with getting up and combing her hair. How 
did she get that way? Someone might ask. Something might be revealed.  

So, another child is buried. Another problem ‘solved’ and no one in charge has to 
answer for a single thing. No one. No one is investigated for their part.  

For that investigation, we have to wait for another child to die. And then we have 
to wait several months or a year (or longer) for the USAG to find an excuse to not 
investigate further, not arrest, not put on trial, anyone.  

Like Waiting For Heartbreak 

And so we wait. Some of us wait for that heart smashing phone call, email, text 
message that delivers the news: Another child raped, no investigation.  Another 
child dead, I’m sure it was an accident. Another Suicide. Another, and another, 
and another… into the future we go, all of us, towing this violence with us, and 
unable to see that it’s there, holding us back as a Community, a State, a 
Nation—as Human Beings…  

All the while we hear the cadence of how things are being done, things are 
improved, and we are told to butt out.  As if this does not affect us? 

The media Cadence drums products, gadgets, and consumerism into our brains 
to the point we find ourselves humming Christmas Carrols even when the radio is 
not on.  We stare, glassy-eyed at sparkling displays, and we willingly sit through 
TV ads that assault us with things we cannot afford but want, and which will be 
obsolete by the end of the season.  

We see a drug addicted Indian, unruly, causing problems at the Mall, and see 
him or her, neatly removed from our view by Security.  A panhandler approaches 
and we decide, like life or death on a casual basis, if they deserve anything from 
our pockets. Somewhere, out there, lurking in the parking lots, someone is 
breaking into our vehicles to steal from us to support their drug or gambling habit. 
We will be so angry when we find out. We will feel so violated. We will file 
reports. We will be outraged.  

We cannot see where these failures originated, we only know that they intrude on 
our ideal life, which is already a struggle.  We think they are BAD People.  We 
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think they failed at their lives, or that they didn’t try.  We have no idea as we 
become a player in their running nightmare, and they star in our worst dreams, 
how all of this is connected, and how, if only we knew about it, we could 
individually and collectively, stop it from spreading.  

Accountable 

So far, with the exception of Thomas Sullivan, from what I have seen, no one in 
government has anything but excuses, lies and the FBI has no concern for the 
safety of children.  At least, not in Indian Country.  

It’s like watching that crude oil and that toxin they injected into it, crap all over the 
ocean we all depend on for life on this planet.  They made it worse by trying to 
make it look like it was going away. They made it more toxic, more dangerous. 

The analogy of that BP blowout, which they called a “spill” (to make it sound less 
disastrous), watching that video of that crap billowing and blackening and 
creating an environmental disaster, overlays perfectly with watching what is 
going on in Spirit Lake Nation.  

Here’s the kicker: It’s not just happening there. Think about that. As long as they 
can get away with raping children, murdering children, killing children, and being 
paid unaudited sums of money, endless streams of money, and no one gets 
fired, it will never stop happening.  Indian Country is our Gulf of Mexico.   

We have to fix what’s wrong where we know it is wrong, or we can expect bad 
things to happen in our lives by random people we had no idea we would ever 
encounter in our lifetime, jumping out from behind one of those curtains so neatly 
raised by reports of “Improvements” and “Changes”.  Until we see arrests, we 
know, despite the Christmas Carrols looping in our brains and the cadence of 
buy, need, want, we KNOW it’s getting worse.  

Call, write, confront everyone in government that is elected or appointed, and 
demand real answers, not Press Releases, not Propaganda. Do not let Tim 
Purdon get away with covering up this crime. It’s bigger than the tiny coffin of 
Baby Deborah. It’s creating a slick on the surface, and we know that beneath 
that, it is worse, much, much worse.  

Now you know where it comes from. Now you know how it happens. Now, it is up 
to each of us to find a way, to make those we elect and those they appoint, 
accountable.  They are accountable to us. We are accountable to one another. 

Refuse to accept the Lies. Make them tell the Truth. This is our job. All of us, 
together. We are all Related. Be relentless. 

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

 


